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The Immigrant Trail portion of the St. Croix Scenic Byway travels MN 
Hwy 95 from the Scandia area north to Taylors Falls over a distance 
of 15.6 miles.  Many of the immigrants who settled in this portion 
of Chisago County disembarked from steamboats at the riverfront 
communities of Franconia and Taylors Falls.  This section of the 
Byway also provides connections to the Swedish Ring Historic Backway, 
a ring road drive that features highlights of the Scandinavian immigrant 
heritage of the area, and winds its way to the west of the Byway through 
the beautiful Chisago Lakes area and the communities of Scandia, Chisago 
City, Lindström and Center City, turns north through rolling farmland to the 
Swedish community of Almelund, and making its way along a segment of the 
Byway that leads to the old river towns of Franconia and Taylors Falls, 
from which many 19th Century Swedish immigrants, after 
arriving by riverboat, set out on foot and by wagon to 
stake a claim to land on the American frontier as they 
pursued a new and better life in America.  Please 
refer to Map Legend on p. 1
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MP39.5  
Scandia
(N45° 15.381′, W092° 46.312′)

The community of Scandia 
is the site of the first Swedish 
settlement in Minnesota.  The Swedish 
Settler’s Monument 1.7 miles south of town 
on Co Road 3 (Olinda Trail) marks the site 
where the first Swedish log home was built in 1850.  
Scandia retains a rural character and continues to pay 
homage to its Swedish heritage, especially in evidence at 
Gammelgården Museum, a fully restored eleven-acre Swedish 
homestead site, and by placement of Dala Horses throughout older 
parts of the city.  

(For more Scandinavian heritage connections see the Swedish Ring Historic 
Backway map on page 24)

Top photo: Präst Hus (parsonage), Gammelgården Museum

Middle and bottom photo:  Gammelgården Museum 
Midsommar Dag, all three photos by Bill Neuman

Photo above:  Putting up hay for winter, 
Osceola Historical Society

Franconia Town Hall, photographer Bill 
Neuman

 

MP49.1

MP49.6

MP52.1

MP54.8

MP53.0   TaylorsFallsMP53.0   TaylorsFalls

MP46.1

MP45.1  Osceola, Wisconsin (Side Trip)
(exit Byway at N45° 19.339′, W092° 43.906′)

(To reach this Side Trip destination, divert from the Byway at MP 
45.1, head east on MN Hwy 243 approximately one mile to the 
Landing, and cross the St. Croix River into Osceola, Wisconsin) 

An historic river town, Osceola features Cascade Falls, a 24-foot 
waterfall located in the heart of downtown, with adjacent remnants 
of a mill once powered by the cascading water.  Switch-
back stairs, accessible from Cascade Street, permit visi-
tors to make the long descent to the base of the falls.  The 
town is also home to an historic working railroad depot that 
offers train rides throughout the valley.  The downtown 
commercial district and the railway depot are listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places.  To initiate the 
Osceola side trip take MN Hwy 243 east from the Byway 
just over one mile.  In addition to the historic river town, 
you will find a Minnesota Highway rest stop and Osceola 
Landing, which offers views of towering sandstone cliffs 
along the river, also one of the most scenic downstream 
views of the St. Croix National Scenic River, boat access 
and a National Park Service park and picnic area.  The St. 
Croix National Scenic River is a unit of the national park 
system.  

MP40.6  Wind in the Pines Park (N45° 16.221′, W 092° 46.600′)

Wind in the Pines Park is one of the most diverse ecological areas remaining 
in Washington County.  This 44-acre site is located in the northeast corner of 
the Township along MN Hwy 95 across from Pilar Road.  Bounded by the Falls 
Creek Scientific and Natural Area to the north and the Lower St. Croix National 
Scenic Riverway to the east, this parcel offers diversity of old growth forest and 
pristine prairies-providing invaluable wildlife habitat and unparalleled scenic 
value.  A small gravel parking lot is accessible off the east side of MN Hwy 95.  
Trails are marked and maintained by volunteers for non-motorized pedestrian 
use.

IMMIGRANT TRAIL DISTRICT

Side 
Trip

MP40.7  Falls Creek Scientific and Natural Area  (N45° 
16.394′, W092° 46.690′)

The Falls Creek preserve, a landscape of steep ravines, intermittently active streams, 
pine canopy openings, and dry ridge tops produce flora as varied as the landscape.  A 
rare stand of virgin hardwood and white pine forest is present within the natural area.  
This is a great place to observe spring flowers and the annual warbler migration.  The 
site has no maintained trails or other recreational facilities.  Entrance is located to the 
east of MN Hwy 95 one mile to the north of its intersection with MN Hwy 97. 

MP44.0  Franconia Town Hall
(Formerly Rochel/Woodlawn School)
(N45° 18.676′, W092° 44.905′)

This former one-room schoolhouse was saved and converted 
into the Franconia Town Hall in 1974.  It is an active community 
meeting and polling location.  An iconic photo of this 
quintessential town hall appeared on the cover of the New York 
Times on November 5, 2008.

Left photo: Pine Cone bud close up

Right photo: Marsh Marigold, both 
photos by Bill Neuman

 

Nature walk, photographer Bill Neuman

Top photo:  Osceola & St. Croix Railway operates historic train rides 
from this National Register 1916 Soo Line Depot in Osceola owned by 
the Osceola Historical Society, photographer Bill Neuman 

Middle photo:  A train similar to this served Osceola beginning 
September 1887, Osceola Historical Society

Bottom right photo:  Cascade Falls, Osceola, National Park Service

Bottom left photo:  St. Croix River crossing to Osceola, photographer 
Bill Neuman 
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