
10 Lindström  
        Sister City:  Tingsryd, Sweden
        (N45° 23.397′, W092° 51.015′)

Settled in 1853 by Swedish immigrant Daniel Lindström, the City of Lindström 
embraces its heritage from its iconic Swedish coffee pot water tower to its annual 
Karl Oskar Days celebration.  Karl Oskar and Kristina Nilsson, the main characters 
of Vilhelm Moberg’s The Emigrants series, are further memorialized in a statue 
at the west end of town, where the desk Moberg used to write the saga is also 
located in the nearby Chisago County Press building.  Across the street from 
the Karl and Kristina statue, fictional characters give way to actual 19th century 
Swedish immigrants, depicted in three life-size bronze statues commemorating Eric 
Norelius, Joris-Pelle Per Anderson and Daniel Lindström—each of whom arrived in 
the Chisago Lakes area between 1851 and 1853 and went on to make significant 
contributions to the future city of Lindström and the State of Minnesota.  Another 
bronze installation at the County Library 1.2 miles west on US Hwy 8 is by the same 
sculptor who created these and the Moberg statue in Chisago City, and celebrates 
Swedish mid-wife Nelly Gustafson.

The heritage of “America’s Little Sweden” is presented at the Gustaf Anderson 
House (13045 Lake Blvd/Hwy 8), which is managed by the Chisago County Histori-
cal Society.  The Society’s History Center is also located in a Queen Anne-style 
home in Lindström (13112 3rd Ave N).  An impressive and important part of the 
Swedish immigrant story includes descriptions of the physical features of the new 
land they first settled, but better than describing the new land is a chance to see 
what it was like for your self.  For an opportunity to walk or picnic in a landscape 
unchanged since 19th century Swedish immigrants first encountered it, and to 
physically experience for an hour or two what an authentic immigrant ‘arrival’ experi-
ence might have been like, set aside time for a side trip to Lindström’s Allemansrätt 
Park, a Wilderness and Swedish Heritage Park.  As one might expect development 
surrounds the park, but once inside the park it consists of several miles of trails 
on more than 90 acres of an original Swedish immigrant homestead site, an old 
cabin, and a private lake.  With over a mile of shoreline around Bull Lake, the park 
includes lake overlooks, stands of alder, birch and oak, glacial eskers, fens and over 
100 species of birds—this Park preserves a piece of never plowed wilderness that 
greeted the earliest Swedish immigrants, a landscape virtually unchanged since the 
middle of the 19th century.
 
Ring Driving Directions to Center City and Summit Avenue National Historic 
District (1882-1910 homes) and Chisago Lakes Lutheran Church (artifacts and 
tapestry):  From the Swedish immigrant statues and the Karl Oskar and Kristina 
Nilsson statue continue east 1.6 miles on US Hwy 8, then north on Co Hwy 9 
(Summit Ave) through the heart of the Center City Historic District to the Church, a 
distance of 0.4 miles.

12 Almelund
(N45° 29.928′, W092° 46.936′)

Meaning “elm grove” in Swedish, Almelund is an unincorporated village in Amador 
Township.  When Swedish immigrants first arrived all of Amador Township was still 
a wilderness.  By 1900, Almelund and the surrounding area in Amador Township 
had been transformed into a productive agricultural community that came to be 
known as another southern Swedish Province with almost 100% of the residents 
being directly from Swedish stock.  Everyone spoke Swedish, albeit with a variety of 
dialects.  In the early 1900s Pastor Larson preached strictly in Swedish.  The walls 
inside the church were decorated with Swedish sayings and Swedish was taught in 
schools with Swedish textbooks until 1916.  

After 1916 Swedish was not allowed inside the schools but was for many years 
spoken in the schoolyard.  The Almelund “Swede School” was sponsored by the 
church and operated from the 1890s to about 1935.  At least as late as the mid-
1970s Swedish was spoken or at least understood by most residents in Almelund 
and Amador Township.  While the old language survives today in the community, it 
is spoken with less frequency and by an ever-aging population. 

As you approach Almelund along the Swedish Ring from the south, the Park Trail 
and Maple Lane intersection places you near the heart of the old village—the Coun-
try Corner Store to the west, the 1887 Immanuel Lutheran Church and cemetery 
to the east.  In order to provide assistance in ancestry research, Immanuel Church 
and the Chisago County Historical Society have photographed names and dates 
on cemetery headstones and monuments, many written in Swedish, and compared 
inscriptions with church records, printed memorials and obituaries to help families 
trace ancestors.

The community’s interest in its Swedish heritage is also evidenced in the Amador 
Heritage Center, housed in a former two-room brick schoolhouse built in 1910.  
The museum is located one-tenth mile east of Park Trail on Maple Lane.  Several 
Swedish log farmstead structures are reconstructed on the site, including the 1869 
Shoberg dwelling, an 1850 era log cabin from the Ringstrom farm, a Johnson family 
log granary, and another 1880 vintage log cabin.  The Amador Heritage Center is 
open seasonally and by appointment (inquire in advance).  

The fertile soils of Amador Township are well known now but in some cases 19th 
century emigrants, new to the area, were first sold virtually worthless farmland.  One 
such place was the Pine Barrens across the St. Croix River from Amador.  Many 
Swedish families tried farming the sugar sand but found it extremely unproductive. 
Even the hard working Swedes could not make a go of it and one by one they 
deserted their homesteads, many for the more fertile soils of Amador Township.  
Apart from the great difficulties faced by Swedish immigrants who had already 
crossed the Atlantic and made their way across America by steamboat, wagon and 
train—this additional challenge of pulling up stakes again and starting over proves 
something about the mettle and determination it took for these Swedish families to 
succeed as farmers. 
 
To celebrate the agricultural heritage of Amador, the Almelund Threshing Show 
is a multi-day tribute to the agricultural history and pioneer heritage of the region 
held the second weekend of August each year.  The 100-acre site for the Thresh-
ing Show is located 2.6 miles southeast of Almelund on MN Hwy 95.  Numerous 
historic structures on the grounds, including the 1876 Chisago County Courthouse, 
are open during the annual pilgrimage, which draws thousands of people who are 
interested in old tractors and farm equipment, steam engines, folk arts, spinning, 
weaving, carving, the on-site mercantile store, blacksmith shop, log barn and largest 
flea market in the area.  

Ring Driving Directions to Taylors Falls:  From the Park Trail and Maple Lane 
intersection in Almelund head northeasterly 0.5 miles on Co Hwy 12 to Co Hwy 16 
(Wild Mountain Road), at which point the Swedish Ring Historic Backway rejoins 
the St. Croix Scenic Byway at MP 64.2 - follow Wild Mountain Road (Co Hwy 16) 
southerly for 11 miles until you reach Taylors Falls. 
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9 Chisago City
     Sister City:  Algutsboda, Sweden
     (N45° 22.346′, W092° 53.471′)

The original Old Towne portion of Chisago City was located on an isthmus between 
Green and Chisago lakes.  However, when the railroad was constructed in 1880 
its route went to the north of the lakes and so the community formed New Village 
closer to the railroad (now US Hwy 8).  The Swedish Ring Historic Backway travels 
the Old Towne Rd (Co Hwy 24) past some of the early homes of the community 
and the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church (Zion).  During the summer of 1948, 
author Vilhelm Moberg stayed in Chisago City and used a bicycle to travel through-
out the Chisago Lakes area gathering information for his series The Emigrants.  A 
statue of Moberg with his bicycle is located on the south side of US Hwy 8 in the 
city’s Vilhelm Moberg Park.  The park also contains a wooden caboose that pays 
tribute to the era when the railroad brought visitors and tourists on holiday from the 
Twin Cities to this lakeside community.

Ring Driving Directions to Lindström and the Karl Oskar and Kristina Nilsson 
Statue:  From the Moberg Statue at the intersection of Isabel St and US Hwy 8, 
proceed easterly 2.6 miles on US Hwy 8 to Lindström where you will arrive at the 
Karl Oskar and Kristina Nilsson statue, the Moberg desk in the Chisago County 
Press building, full-size bronze statues commemorating three 19th century Swedish 
immigrants, and the Lindström Information Center—all on the same corner.  If inter-
ested in taking a side trip to Allemansrätt Park, proceed east on US Hwy 8 from this 
sculpture corner 0.4 miles to Olinda Trail, then follow Olinda Trail North 0.9 miles to 
the entrance to Allemansrätt wilderness park.

11 Center City
         Sister City:  Hassela, Sweden
          (N45° 23.421′, W092° 49.095′)

The narrows between North Center and South Center lakes is the picturesque 
setting for Center City, the county seat of Chisago County.  Along Center City’s 
Summit Ave and overlooking North Center Lake, a concentration of late-nineteenth 
and early-twentieth century homes and the Chisago Lake Evangelical Lutheran 
Church form a National Register Historic District.  The first congregation was 
organized in 1854 and the church’s archives may be viewed in the church’s Green 
Room along with a Memorial Tapestry woven from Swedish yarns that illustrates 
the history of the church and community, beginning with the earliest Swedish im-
migrants.  Tours can be arranged through the church office.  The city’s lakes have 
always drawn vacationers and outdoor enthusiasts.  Winter months find the bays 
filled with icehouses.  While the railroad that once brought visitors to this lakeside 
community is now gone, the town’s former depot, now a restaurant, still stands on 
the north side of US Hwy 8.   

Ring Driving Directions to Almelund:  From the church continue north on Co Hwy 
9 (around the immediate sharp turn east) approximately a quarter mile to where 
Co Hwy 9 turns sharply north, continue 0.5 miles on Co Hwy 9 to Co Hwy 12 (Park 
Trail), follow Co Hwy 12 through the agricultural countryside 6.7 miles to Almelund.  
You have arrived when you reach the first and only street intersection on Park Trail 
in Almelund, one block north of MN Hwy 95 at Maple Lane.  
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8 Moody Round Barn
(N45° 18.066′, W92° 52.239′)

The National Register-listed Moody barn is the last remaining round barn in Chisago 
County.  It was constructed in 1915 by Charles Moody.  His parents, Swedish 
immigrants Elof and Eva Modig homesteaded the farm in 1871.  The barn and its 
associated 1920 house were saved from demolition and are now part of a 25-acre 
park.  Tours of the barn can be arranged through the Chisago County Historical 
Society.  

Ring Driving Directions to Chisago City and Vilhelm Moberg Park:  From 
Moody Round Barn, drive north 2.4 miles on Lofton Ave (Co Hwy 91), north 0.8 
miles on Co Hwy 23 which flows into Co Hwy 24 - continue north 1.9 miles to 
Chisago City, then west one block on Railroad Ave, north on Isabel St and park 
immediately at Vilhelm Moberg Park.
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