
1 Marine on St. Croix
MP35.4  (N45° 11.906′, W092° 46.244′)

Marine (as it is known locally) is a New England inspired village founded by 
entrepreneurial eastern lumbermen in the 1830s.  In fact, 21st century Marine looks 
very much as it did in the 19th century and many of the Greek revival structures 
built by the area’s lumbermen are still standing today, a testament to the New 
Englanders and Southerners who built them a century and a half ago.  Marine was 
a major ferry crossing location on the St. Croix River for over a century.  Without 
exaggeration, Marine’s claims as birthplace of the State of Minnesota are shared 
only with Stillwater.  A substantial portion of Marine is listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places and some is also designated a historic site by the State of Min-
nesota.  In the late 1840s other settlers arrived in the Marine area from Ireland, 
Germany, England, and mainly Sweden.  The first Swedish immigrants to this area 
were loggers, laborers, and farmers.  During winters, many Swedes worked in the 
pine forests or sawmills to supplement their small farming incomes.

One Swedish immigrant, Sven Anderson, built a log cabin in 1852 about two miles 
from Marine.  That cabin was moved to Judd Street in Marine for the 1938 centen-
nial celebration and now sits along side the old Mill Pond that provided waterpower 
for the first commercial sawmill in Minnesota.  That first Mill Site, located across the 

2 Hay Lake School and Erickson Log 
House Museum
(45° 13.890′, W092° 49.198′)

Hay Lake School, when it was first organized as part of rural school district #2 
in 1855, held classes for several years in local homes.  School classes were 
soon moved into the old Elim Lutheran Church building, then located at this Hay 
Lake site, and now part of the Gammelgården complex 1.5 miles north.  The 
school continued to use the old church building until this brick school building 
was built in 1896.  This brick building remained in use as a school until 1963 
and became a National Register of Historic Places property in 1970.

The log house that is presently located on this site was originally constructed 
1.5 miles from here in 1868 by Johannes Erickson and his thirteen-year old son 
Alfred.  In 1904, Alfred Erickson constructed a new home and the old log home 
became at various times a granary, garage and playhouse.  After more than a 
century in its original location, the Washington County Historical Society pur-
chased the house and moved it to this present site in 1974.  The Erickson Log 
House became a National Register of Historic Places property in 1976.  The 
Hay Lake School, Log House, and the historic site itself, is only one-tenth mile 
south of the site of the first Swedish log home built in Minnesota.  As such, the 
Hay Lake School served a central role in developing the community of Swedish 
immigrant families that located here starting in 1850. 

4 Gammelgården Museum
(N45° 15.108′, W092° 48.414′)

Located just south of downtown Scandia on Co Rd 3 (Olinda Trail), this open-
air museum is dedicated to the promotion and preservation of the Swedish 
immigrant experience.  Five historic buildings are located on this fully restored 
11-acre Swedish homestead site.  Included, is the 1856 Elim Church building 
(Gammelkyrkan), which is the oldest Lutheran church building in Minnesota.   It 
was originally constructed at the Hay Lake site where it was used as both church 
and school.  By 1861 the congregation had outgrown its capacity and built a new 
church in New Scandia Township (present Scandia).  The Präst Hus was built on 
the Gammelgården site in 1868 and is the oldest existing parsonage in Minnesota.  
The museum, which is open seasonally, hosts tours, events, and Swedish heritage 
classes.  If your interests turn to shopping, wonderful choices in Scandinavian craft 
items are available in the Butik. 

Steamboat bell brought to Marine from St. Louis in 1857, Marine General Store in background, 

photographer Bill Neuman
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street from the log cabin, has been declared a national historical site and is owned 
and managed by the Minnesota Historical Society.  The restored log cabin reminds 
us of a bygone way of life and graphically illustrates some of the challenges faced 
by early immigrants, and is an inspiring example of the log building craft.  Sven and 
his wife Stava raised three children in this cabin and it was their home until 1869.  
Their first son, Charles, was born May 12, 1858 — one day after Minnesota became 
a state.  Sven is credited with bringing the first cattle to this area and as being one 
of the first wheat farmers.  The Village Hall on Judd Street also contributes to the 
authentic historic feel of Marine, and is the oldest village hall in the state still being 
used for governmental purposes.  The 1847 General Store is still in operation and 
the only store of its type in Marine.  Just up the hill from city center, a tenth-of-a-mile 
west on Broadway Street, a small jog north on 5th Street will take you to the Stone 
House Museum (Marine’s former meeting house and jail) which features crafts, 
photographs and articles of daily life, including a Swedish kitchen.  The 1872 Stone 
House was built by Gustaf Carlson, a mason from Småland who came to Marine 
in 1854.  The house, built of local sandstone, is an example of stone architecture 
used by early Swedish pioneers, and is a testament to the craft of Swedish stone 
masonry.  Part of a block farther west on Broadway Street brings you to the stun-
ning Christ Lutheran Church.  Built in 1872, the Swedish church was dedicated on 
July 18, 1875 by the Reverend Eric Norelius, president of the Swedish Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of North America.  You will notice the fine bell tower that may be 
worth a wait to hear the carillon sound in mid-day.  

Ring Driving Directions to Hay Lake School Site:  From MN Hwy 95 in Marine con-
tinue west one-half mile on Broadway Street then turn north on Co Hwy 4 (Ostrum 
Trail) for one mile as it winds through a corner of William O’Brien State Park and 
passes through a railroad crossing tunnel to Old Marine Trail.  Take Old Marine Trail 
north for 2.5 miles (1.4 miles dirt, 1.1 miles asphalt) to the Hay Lake School and 
Erickson Log House Museum site.

3 Hay Lake Historic Corner
(N45° 14.040′, W092° 49.233′)

Located 0.1 mile north of the Hay Lake School and Erickson Log House, this 
Swedish Settler’s Monument, a granite obelisk with inscribed names of early set-
tlers, marks the site of the first Swedish log home built in Minnesota.  The Monu-
ment is located at the intersection of Old Marine Trail and Olinda Trail (Co Rd 3) 
and the settlement dates from 1850, when three young men from Sweden—Carl 
A. Fernström, Oscar Roos, and August Sandahl—established a farm near Hay 
Lake. The trio stayed only a year, selling the farm in 1851 to another Swedish im-
migrant, Daniel Nilson.  Other Swedes, many from Skåne and Värmland provinces, 
arrived during the early 1850s and settled in the area around Hay Lake and farther 
north into the present City of Scandia.  

Ring Driving Directions to Gammelgården Museum and Scandia:  Continue 
north 1.2 miles on Olinda Trail (Co Rd 3) to the entrance to Gammelgården Mu-
seum.  Scandia’s city center and the Elim Church and old cemetery are less than a 
quarter mile farther north on Olinda Trail.  

5 Scandia
  Sister City:  Lessebo Kommun, Sweden
(N45° 15.197′, W092° 48.380′)

Scandia is best known as the home of the first Swedish settlers in Minnesota.  After 
many years as New Scandia Township, Scandia became a city on January 1, 2007.  
Scandia retains a rural character and continues to pay homage to its Swedish heri-
tage, including the placement of Dala Horses throughout the older parts of the City.  
At the city center, the current 1930 Elim Lutheran Church is the fourth church (first 
was built in 1861) that has stood across the street from the 1861 Elim Cemetery—
its three predecessors succumbed to fires and a tornado over a 60-year period.  

Ring Driving Directions to Karl Oskar House (Nya Duvemå la):  From the 
intersection of MN Hwy 97 and Olinda Trail in Scandia, continue north on Olinda 
Trail (Co Rd 3) 2.9 miles to the Chisago/Washington County line where the road be-
comes Chisago Co Hwy 25, continue 5.5 miles on Co Hwy 25, then east on Glader 
Blvd 0.8 miles to the entrance to Ki Chi Saga Park where the Karl Oskar House is 
located.  Glader Cemetery is located on the shore of South Center Lake about a 
tenth of a mile farther east on Glader Blvd.

6 Karl Oskar House and 7 Glader Cemetery
      (N45° 22.139′, W092° 49.464′)                                 (N45 22.248′, W092 49.270′)

The Karl Oskar House, originally constructed about a mile from the present site by 
the Carl and Lena Kajsa Linn family in the 1860s, was moved to Ki Chi Saga Park in 
1995 through efforts of the Lindström Historical Society.  King Carl Gustaf XVI and 
Queen Silvia of Sweden visited the site with much fanfare in 1996.  Swedish author 
Vilhelm Moberg used this house as a fictional model in his popular novels about 
Swedish pioneers in the Chisago Lakes area after he visited the area for research 
and inspiration.  This is the house he envisioned his characters Karl Oskar Nilsson 
and Kristina building for their final years.  Glader Cemetery sits below the Karl Oskar 
House on a knoll overlooking South Center Lake and is the oldest Lutheran cemetery 
in Minnesota (est. 1855).  Glader Cemetery is the cemetery chosen by Moberg as the 
final resting place for his fictional characters Karl Oskar and Kristina Nilsson.

Ring Driving Directions to Moody Round Barn (side trip):
From Glader Cemetery retrace your route 0.9 miles west on Glader Blvd, then south 
1.5 miles on Co Hwy 25 (Olinda Trail) to Co Hwy 23, proceed west 3.1 miles on Co 
Hwy 23 to Co Hwy 24, then continue south 0.8 miles still on Co Hwy 23 to Lofton Ave 
(Co Hwy 91), then proceed 2.4 miles, slightly east and south, on Lofton Ave 
to Moody Round Barn. 
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